INFANCY OF  THE GODS.
accommodate the dispute  'on terms honourable to each    CHAP, party' ' an elegant expedient suggested itself in the in- .... ^' _ vention of the lyre by Hermes,  and the transference of this instrument,' which could not fail to lay Apoll6n under a heavy debt of gratitude to the donor.1    This leaves altogether   out   of sight the fact that Phoibos imparted to Hermes such secrets as it was lawful for him to disclose, and in no way explains why Hermes should invent the lyre and Phoibos be possessed of a hidden wisdom.    To say that * Hernies  in his capacity of god is gifted from the  first moment of his existence with divine power and Energy,' and that * as a member of the Hellenic pantheon he is subjected to the natural drawbacks of humanity, and hence at his birth to those of infancy,3 is partly to misrepresent the myth and partly to say of him that which may be said 'just as well of Apollon, or Bionysos, or AphroditS.   Hermes, it is true, is represented as a babe at his birth in the morning: but it is ludicrous to speak of natural human drawbacks for a child who can leave his cradle when a few hours old, and exert the strength of a giant at his will.    If^ again, Apoll&n at his birth was bathed by the nymphs in pure water and wrapped in a soft and spotless robe, he yet became very soon 'the Chrys&6r whose invincible sword must win him the victory over all his enemies.
We are thus beating the air until we discover the ground- The work or source of the ideas which led to the notion of contrast and rivalry between the two gods.   Far from concern- Hermes ing ourselves in the first place with the mode devised for an their reconciliation, it is this very rivalry and antagonism for which we have to account.   If the legend in its Greek form fails to carry us to the source of the idea, we must necessarily look elsewhere:   and we shall not search the hymns   of  the Yeda   in  vain.     'The  divine   greyhound Saram&,' says Dr. Mommsen,2 * who guards for the lord of heaven the golden herd of stars and sunbeams, and for him collects the nourishing rainclouds of heaven for the milking, and who moreover faithfully conducts the pious dead into the world of the blessed, becomes in the hands of the Greeks
1 Cnt. Rust. Crr. Lit. h. 344.                      2 History of Rome, i. 18.